DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

succeed here. Under the surface there was, I found, a very strong
body of Hungarist feeling; was It conceivable that Germany,
riding on the crest of a wave of success, would fail to foster it
when she thought the moment ripe?

The Hungarists were campaigning among the people with three
main cries: land for the landless peasant; out with the Jews and
Jesuits; collaboration with Germany and Italy to recover
Hungary's lost lands. These made great appeal m a country
where the peasant is so poor and so much of the land held by the
nobles and the Church, 'where the urban workman is so badly
paid and the social services so backward, where the Jews are so
numerous and so wealthy, where the real ruler, in large tracts of
the countryside, is the gendarme with his heavy hand-
Would the Hungarists, if they achieved power, really take
land from the great estate-owners and give it to the peasants?
That was a question. The same thing had been promised in the
parent country of National Socialism, but not carried out after the
attainment of power. But the Hungarian peasant, if he knew that,
did not bother about it; he was poor and landless and desperate
and ready to grasp at any straw of hope.

The thing that surprised me was that many of the more extreme
men of this mind were ready to think, not only in terms of
Hungarian National Socialism in Hungary, but in terms of
Hitler in Hungary, and this made me a little sceptical about the
mystical power of St. Stephen's Holy Crown.

Had the national spirit of the Hungarians been watered down
by cross-breeding and poverty to the point where masses of the
people were indifferent about 'Hungary's independence*, where
all the talk about 'the thousand-year-old Kingdom of St Stephen's
Crown* was just a dicM of the better-to-do few, devoted to the
God-of-things-as-they*are?

It almost looked like that. I found that large numbers of people
wished for nothing better than for Hungary to go, hand-in*hand
with Germany in international affairs and to ran her domestic
household on the National Socialist system, and the more
impatient ones simply clamoured for 'Hitler to come here and